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Central Chapter 
SOUTH DAKOTA ENGINEERING SOCIETY 

Member National Society of Professional Engineers 

http://www.sdes.org          P.O. Box 685          Pierre, SD  57501 

Minutes from December 12, 2014, Monthly Meeting in the Matthew Environmental 

Training and Conference Center - by Steve Pirner, Secretary/Treasurer 
 

President Andrew Bruels called the meeting to order at 12:06 pm with 17 in attendance from 

DENR, DOT,  IHS, and the City of Pierre (see attached sign-up sheet).  President Bruels 

opened the meeting by asking for a motion to approve the November 21, 2014, minutes and the 

budget statement.  Wally Larsen moved, seconded by Al Berreth, motion approved.  After        

introductions, President Bruels began committee reports. 

Committee Reports: 

 Legislative (Mike Perkovich) – Mike said he will leave the legislative report this month up 

to our guests, the District 24 legislative delegation. 

 Scholarship (Laurie Schultz) – President Bruels reported that Laurie has sent out the  

scholarship forms to the schools.     

 Community Service (Patrick Wellner) – Patrick reported he will work to set up another 

blood drive sponsored by the SDES Central Chapter in February during Engineers Week. 

 Entertainment (Tim Schaal) – No report.    

 Professional Development (Jim Wendte) – President Bruels reported that Kayla Fawcett 

and he will set up another planning meeting for the SDES Annual Conference during early  

January.  So far, they have 13 to 14 confirmed speakers and another 4 to 5 potential speakers    

considering their invitations.  Mark on your calendars the conference dates, April 8-10, 2015, at 

the Ramkota here in Pierre.  Should be another good one. 

 Public Relations (Kent Woodmansey) – President Bruels reported that Kent is asking   

everyone to be thinking about nominees for our engineering awards (i.e. Engineer, Young En-

gineer, and Engineering Project of the Year) during Engineer’s Week in February. 

 Design Professionals Coalition (Al Berreth & Jeff Heinz) – No report.    

 Mathcounts (Dave Coley) – President Bruels reported that as follow-up to Dave Coley’s 

report regarding a lack of interest from area schools, the Central Chapter members have voted 

by email to discontinue the local Mathcounts competition .  However, Central Chapter       

members will still help host the Statewide Mathcounts Competition if asked to do so.  

 Mathcounts Fundraising (Mike Durick & Dave Templeton) – President Bruels will ask 

Mike and Dave to draft a letter to past sponsors informing them of the above decision and 

thanking them for their support of the local Mathcounts Competition over the years. 

 Engineers Week (Andy Bruels) – President Bruels reported the Central Chapter will host 

its Annual Free Day at the Discovery Center on February 28th and will need about a dozen  

volunteers to help with the various engineering related activities for the kids.   

 Membership (Vacant)  - President Bruels reported no new members since last month.   
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 Bylaws (Tom Gilsrud) – No report. 

 Licensure (Jeanne Goodman) – Jeanne reported that several engineers in DENR and DOT 

took the test in October, but have not heard back yet on how they did.   

 Communications (Stacy Froelich) – No report. 

 Discovery Center (Andy Bruels) – No re-

port. 

Old Business: Following up on Stacy Froelich’s 

“Hometown Hero” program sponsored by the 

local Modern Woodmen chapter, President 

Bruels thanked the 118 members, spouses, and 

friends who participated in the dinner at Red 

Rosa.  Due to the excellent turnout, $218 was 

raised for the Discovery Center plus the SDES 

Central Chapter received the nice certificate 

shown below.  Thanks to Stacy for organizing 

this event for the SDES Central Chapter .   

 

New Business: No new business.   

Door Prizes: President Bruels held the door prize drawings for: 

Free lunch – won by Wally Larsen,  

SDES Shirt – won by Mark Mayer, and 

Slightly Used Koozie - Al Berreth  
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John Hatch asked Senator Monroe what he thought of the draft highway 

funding bill.  Senator Jeff Monroe said he too is on the Transportation    

Committee, but he is also Chair of the Tax Committee.  As chair, he is 

strongly opposed to raising taxes.  While he understands the 50 percent 

cut in highway funding that is due to inflation, he wants to find money 

without raising taxes.  The agricultural industry can not afford more  

taxes and he is not hearing much support for the draft highway bill from 

those in agriculture.  Therefore, he will be introducing his own bill.   

Larry Weiss responded that raising the gas tax is not an increase in taxes; instead it should be 

viewed as a user fee.  Dean Hyde remarked that 30 percent of the federal highway money does 

not go to pavement, but it should.  And finally, Larry Weiss told the delegation that part of the 

solution should be educating county commissioners to put county highway moneys into roads 

instead of their general fund.  As a LTAP staff member, he has witnessed county commissions 

who did not know or understand that the last increase in registration fees was passed by the 

Legislature for the purpose of increasing the budgets of local governments for roads and    

bridges and not their general funds. 

On some personal notes, Senator Monroe noted he knows Wally Larsen because Wally worked 

with his Dad, who was a top asphalt man.  Representative Duvall noted she knows Mike   

Perkovich because Mike’s wife, Phyllis, does a superb job as the “page Mom’ during session.   

With that, President Bruels thanked the delegation for attending and sharing their views on 

some of the hot topics that will be coming up during session.  He asked for a motion to adjourn; 

John Childs moved, Mark Mayer seconded, motion passed.   

Representative Tim Rounds indicated in his position on the Transportation         

Committee, he too will support the highway funding bill.  However, he is 

also chair of the Commerce and Energy Committee, so he spoke about the           

Legislative summer study on Alcoholic Beverage Shipping and Distribution 

that was targeted at the ordering wine through the mail controversy from last 

session.  A draft bill was adopted, but it may still be opposed by the liquor 

distributors.  Another controversial issue may be the Governor’s overhaul of 

the juvenile justice system.  Finally, Represenative Rounds will be Vice 

Chair of the Retirement Laws Committee, and in that position he will again 

be  guarding the retirement system for state employees.   

Presentations:  All three legislators from District 24 presented major themes that will be    

tackled during the upcoming 2015 Legislative session.  Representative 

Mary Duvall, who was Vice Chair of the Interim Highway Needs and   

Fiancing Committee, began with a  discussion regarding highway funding.  

Currently, state highways are in good shape due to federal Stimulus    

funding.  However, revenues from the gas tax are not keeping up with 

state needs and local roads are in much worse shape with many 1930’s era 

bridges still in use well past their 50-year life.  So in response, the Interim 

Committee passed a draft bill that raises $100 million—$70 million for 

state roads and $30 million for local roads.  Thirty-four funding sources 

are in the bill and include increasing the fuel tax on both a per gallon and 

sales tax basis, eliminating the ethanol subsidy, increasing the registration 

and wheel tax, establishing a new fee for hybrid and electric vehicles, and 

establishing a fuel tax on dyed diesel that is used by farm, ranch, and construction vehicles.    

Clyde Jundt, Dean Hyde, and Larry Weiss all spoke in support of the need to increase highway 

funding.  Larry used the example that $1.3 million was needed to redo five miles of a Corson                 

County Road; today that $1.3 million will redo only about half or 2.5 miles of that road.   
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